
Design: 

• Retrospective cohort 
• Using ICD-9 and institutional 

oncology database
• 1971-2015
• 5 hospitals

Inclusion:

• Non-metastatic soft tissue sarcoma of 
hand/wrist

• >18 years
• Histologic confirmation

• Soft tissue sarcoma of the hand 
represent 2-9% of the 
extremity sarcoma.

• Tumors that are >5cm (>3cm in 
the hand), subfascial, cause 
pain, or are rapidly growing 
should be suspect for 
malignancy. 

• However sarcoma in the hand 
rarely meet these criteria 
making them prone to 
unplanned excisions. 

• Unplanned excisions have been 
reported in roughly 43% of the 
sarcoma, which influence 
treatment and oncologic 
outcomes.

• 81% of patients had an 
unplanned excision

• Patients treated an oncology 
center were older, had fewer 
operations and tended to have a 
larger tumors.

• 5-year survival for patients 
treated at an oncology center was 
60% compared to 89% for those 
treated at a non-oncology center. 

• Worse disease-free survival was 
associated with positive final 
margins. 
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Primary Outcomes: 

• Disease-free survival 
• Including recurrence and metastasis

• Overall survival 

1. Patients treated initially at an 
oncologic center had worse 
overall survival, a reflection 
of larger tumors. 

2. Positive final margins tumors 
are associated with inferior 
disease-free survival. 

2. Aim

1. To compare patients with a 
soft tissue sarcoma of the 
hand with initial treatment 
at an oncology center to 
those initially treated at a 
non-oncology center 

2. To evaluate the factors 
factors associated with 
disease-free survival and 
overall survival. 
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