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Results

Complications

• Dorsal screw 
prominence with 
volar locked plating 
puts extensor 
tendons at risk

• Previous studies 
focus on distal screw 
fixation

Purpose
• To determine if 

prominent screws in 
the radial shaft 
increase the risk of 
complications

• Retrospective review 
of 606 cases

• Reviewed:
• Tendon irritation
• Tendon rupture
• Hardware removal

• Measured most 
prominent screw 
(Figure 1)

Tendon Complications
• Irritation: 1.7%
• Rupture: 0.33%
• H’ware Removal: 7%

Screw Statistics
• Mean proud: 1.4mm

• >2mm proud: 21%

• No difference in HR 
rates with screw 
prominence >2mm

• Powered to detect 
4% difference in 
hardware removal

Shaft screw measuring 
0.5 mm proud

• Dorsal screw 
prominence <2mm  
is not significant

• This study does not 
support downsizing 
prominent screws 
2mm or less
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n (%)
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