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Conclusions

• There is significant interspecialty and intraspecialty variability in 

peripheral nerve surgery training for orthopaedic, plastic, neurological 

and general surgery trainees. 
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Introduction

•The objective of this study is to assess Accreditation Council for 

Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) case log data for graduating 

orthopaedic surgery, plastic surgery, general surgery, and neurological 

surgery residents for peripheral nerve surgical procedures and to evaluate 

the level of intraspecialty and interspecialty variability of peripheral nerve 

procedure case volume. 

Methods

• ACGME surgical case logs from 2009 to 2014 for plastic surgery, 

orthopaedic surgery, neurological surgery and general surgery 

residency were compared for peripheral nerve surgery experience. 
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Results

•The average number of total peripheral nerve procedures performed per 

graduating resident was 54.2 ± 7.18 for orthopaedic surgery residents, 

62.8 ± 8.04 for residents from independent plastic surgery programs, 

84.6 ± 6.4 for residents from integrated plastic surgery programs, 22.4 

± 2.4 for neurosurgery residents, and 0.4 ± 0.24 for general surgery 

residents. 

•Intraspecialty comparison of the 10th and 90th percentile peripheral 

nerve case volume in 2012 revealed remarkable variability in training. 

There was a 3.9 fold difference within the orthopaedic surgery resident 

group, 5.0-fold difference within the plastic surgery resident group from 

independent residencies, 8.8-fold difference within the plastic surgery 

resident group from integrated residencies, and 7.0-fold difference 

within the neurological surgery resident group. 


