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BACKGROUND
Collaboration between industry and hand 
surgeons is essential to develop new 
innovations in hand surgery. 

To better understand this financial relationship, 
the Physician Payment Sunshine Act (PPSA) 
was implemented to publicly disclose financial 
transactions between industry and physicians, 
thus informing patients of potential conflicts-of-
interest.

Under this law, the Open Payments Program 
(OPP) was created to publicly disclose all 
transactions and inform patients of potential 
conflicts-of-interest (COI). 

The objective of this study is to characterize 
industry payments to hand surgeons for the 
past four fiscal years.

We analyzed payment trends using PPSA data 
(January 2014-December 2017) to assess 
industry payments made to hand surgeons over 
four years published in the Open Payments 
Program website. 
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• While the PPSA has been implemented to provide transparency to 
patients regarding industry’s payments to physicians, its implementation 
was fraught with speculation that payment trends would change. 

• The 2014-2017 PPSA data demonstrate that there have been minimal 
changes in payments trends to hand surgeons over the past four fiscal 
years. 

• Additionally, 71%-78% of hand surgeons received payments less than 
$999.

• Awareness of the PPSA data is critical for hand surgeons, as it provides a 
means to prevent potential public misconceptions about industry 
payments to hand surgeons.  

RESULTS
• In 2014, $7,507,670 was paid to 1,566 hand 

surgeons, the median (IQR) was $197 (68-775).

• In 2015, $6,824,188 was paid to 1,612 hand 
surgeons the median (IQR) was $203 (69-889).

• In 2016, $7,703,913 was paid to 1,649 hand 
surgeons the median (IQR) was (82-1,263).

• In 2017, $7,526,697 was paid to 1,711 hand 
surgeons the median (IQR) was $247 (71-1,333). 

• The analysis to hand surgeons by payment ranges: in 2014, 78% received 
payments <$999; in 2015, 76% received payments <$999; in 2014, 72% 
received payments <$999; and in 2014, 71% received payments <$999. 

• The highest payments by payment category were made for royalties and 
licensing fees: $3,349,657 in 2014; $3,436,959 in 2015; $3.039,891 in 
2016; and $3,533,251 in 2017. 

• The second highest payment category was consulting fees: $1,933592 in 
2014; $1,338,426 in 2015; $1,754,404 in 2016; and $1,754,404 in 2017.

• For four consecutive years Zimmer Biomet Holdings was the highest 
paying company. Payments received nationally are shown in Figure 1. 
Florida received the highest number of total payments. 


	Slide Number 1

